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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Worship Services 

 9:00 AM Sunday — Davis Corners 

 10:45 AM Sunday — Dells/Delton 

  

 Bible Studies 

 1:00 PM Monday — Davis Corners 

 10:00 AM Thursday — Dells/Delton 

  

 Office Hours:  Thursday 9am — 2pm                                                                                

or by appointment                         
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Our Stewardship 

Don’t Forget Secure Digital Donations 

A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations and we thank you for continuing your 

giving.  The churches will always accept your offerings during service, but we want to provide 

this option for those who do most of their financials online.  Feel free to check out our giving page 

on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our 

Bible trail or something else that you would like to support.  Our online giving also allows you to 

set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. 

 

DRIVERS NEEDED 

Adams County ADRC is  in dire need of Volunteer Drivers.  

 The Volunteer Drivers play a vital role in transporting the elderly and those living 

with a disability to critical medical appointments. You will be reimbursed for mileage as well as serving to 

your community.  The schedule is flexible, during daylight hours with no weekends required.  You may also 

accept or decline any trips.  You just need a dependable vehicle, current license, with registration and 

insurance.  A caregiver’s background screen is also required to protect riders and drivers.   Please Contact the 

Adams County ADRC- 608-339-4251   or you may visit with Bob Pendleton and he will provide you 

with more information about this program and the current needs. 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on August15th.  The Davis Corners congregation 

will be collecting for the Free Clinic  and Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Veteran’s Care Trust  

this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering as we work 

together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist 

combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting “Stuff the Bus” School 

Supplies for the pantry.  Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for 

volunteers to help them in their current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

 

 

 

 
Our Stewardship 

 

Stewardship  

Connecting Vision and Generosity  

September 2021  

 Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will 

be opened. Matthew 7:7-8  

After serving my first local church part-time as a college student for two years, I had just finished leading 

my last worship service and was greeting folks at the door. One gentleman shook my hand and said, 

“Jason, thank you for being our pastor. I think one of the things I liked about you the most is that you 

never talked about money.”  

I’ve thought about his statement many times over the years. I’ve also heard the same sentiment 

repeated by both laity and clergy in many ways. We tend to see financial stewardship and money as a 

“necessary evil.” It’s something we must deal with to get to real ministry.  

In his short book, A Spirituality of Fundraising, Henri Nouwen challenges this view of money and 

stewardship (which he calls fundraising). He writes:  

Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form of ministry. It is a way of announcing our vision and inviting other 

people into our mission. Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in such a way that we offer other people 

an opportunity to participate with us in our vision and mission. We are declaring, ‘We have a vision that is 

amazing and exciting. We are inviting you to invest yourself through the resources that God has given you – 

your energy, your prayers, and your money – in this work to which God has called us.  

I wonder what vision God has entrusted to you and your congregation that you can invite others to be a 

part of through their prayers, their presence, their service, their witness, and their gifts.  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  



 

Megachurch seeks exit over appointment strife (UM News & WCA News) 

ATLANTA — The largest congregation in the North Georgia Conference announced April 26 that its 

senior pastor is surrendering his credentials and it plans to leave The United Methodist Church.  Mt. 

Bethel leaders — including Jody Ray, its pastor — say the conference did not follow the normal 

consultative process for new appointments.  On April 27, Mt. Bethel leaders announced they were 

filing formal complaints under United Methodist law against the bishop and the Rev. Jessica Terrell, 

the district superintendent who oversees the church. The complaints accuse the two leaders of 

disobeying the order of The United Methodist Church and undermining the ministry of another 

pastor.  

The North Georgia Conference and Mt. Bethel United Methodist Church have agreed to enter a 

mediation process in an effort to resolve their dispute stemming from a pastoral appointment. They 

will refrain from public comment on this matter until the mediation process has concluded. Mt. Bethel 

also held a prayer rally July 25 that included leaders of the Wesleyan Covenant Association.  

People of God Campaign invites to #BeUMC  (WI Conference News) 

United Methodist Communications, in collaboration with other denominational 

leaders, is building on the People of God campaign, launched in 2020. The addition of 

a new hashtag and call-to-action – #BeUMC – invites church members to embody the 

church’s values, embrace its aspirations, and remain with The United Methodist 

Church even in difficult times. Resources are on the United Methodist Communications page. 

 

Midwest Mission Volunteers Needed! (WI Conference News) 

Midwest Mission needs your help the weeks of: August 2nd-6th, August 9th- 13th, 

August 16th, August 18th- 20th, August 25th-27th, and August 30th- September 3rd. 

If you are interested in volunteering any of these days or weeks, please contact Pat Wright to get your 

reservation booked. Individuals and groups are welcome. pat@midwestmission.org or 217-697-4063.  

 

More news at https://www.umnews.org  and  https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news 

 Denomination News 



 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

Outreach sent $486.75 to Davis Corners for their charities and  

Dells-Delton is going to send $386.00 to the kids ranch from the  

Pie Social proceeds.  Thanks to everyone that helped in any way.   

Our next charity is the fall Rummage Sale on October 1st and 2nd. 

May god bless you all! 

—Outreach 

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton 

If you wish to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, 

special occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on 

the wall above the desk in the lounge.  Thanks to all who have brought treats 

for fellowship time. 

 

Davis Corners UMW 

The Davis Corners UMW met on July 5th, with Kathy Eder as hostess.  Kathy provided the 

program and later served pie (leftovers from the Pie Social).  Reports were approved, and it 

appears that the 2021 Pie Social was more profitable this year, anticipating over $450 for each 

church once expenses are paid.  Then we will be able to resume supporting missions, following a 

year of Covid-19 challenges.   

UMW Sunday, Oct. 3, was discussed.  Angy Gouker from Mauston UMC will be our guest 

speaker.  The topic will be Women of the Bible. We also made plans for the Soup Supper Oct. 23 

at the DC Hall. Our next meeting will be held on Aug. 2nd,  6:00 at the DC Hall. 

 

Dells-Delton UMW 

Dells-Delton UMW will meet next  at noon on Wednesday, September 1st at the church. 

 

Fellowship Sunday 

Dells-Delton will meet at Monks at the Wilderness on August 22nd after church.  

 

 

 

 Congregational News 



 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

The summer is in full swing, travelers are coming and going through the Dells, and This has been a very 

busy season as we come out of our Covid slumber.  I have completed three of my four classes for the 

summer, and by the end of the month all the coursework and readings will be a happy memory.  By then, 

we should be in full swing with moving, building and the end of Michelle’s summer break. 

But seasons always change.  Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 3, “He has made everything appropriate in its time. He 

has also set eternity in their heart, without the possibility that mankind will find out the work which God has done from the 

beginning even to the end.”  We feel the change of seasons, and we see the good work that is done as well as 

the work that is left undone and the work that is undone/destroyed.  There is a time for all of that and God 

has made it so, but we don’t always see where it is going. 

As Methodists, we are in a changing and tumultuous season.  When Covid concerns prevented our global 

General Conference, we all recognized that we needed to be patient and generous until that meeting 

happened and we had an idea of what the future might be; so we vowed to put differences aside.  This year 

things seem to have changed a bit.  Three Korean pastors in California were reassigned from the pastoral 

appointments in growing churches without discussion, another in New Jersey was moved to a very small 

congregation under similar circumstances, and a very large Georgia church with a school was told their 

pastor would be reassigned in a couple of months.  All churches had one thing in common: they were all 

exploring what they could do following the General Conference to leave the denomination for a more 

conservative one.  Our own WI Conference voted to postpone allowing one church to leave even though the 

went through a discernment process and were prepared to pay ten years of apportionments to leave. 

Solomon also said that apart from God, all we carefully work for is left behind “I hated all the fruit of my labor 

for which I had labored under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.  And who knows whether 

he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely 

under the sun. This too is futility.”  So we too, like Solomon, must be wiser than that; doing the right things at 

the right times, for the right reasons.  Solomon puts it this way “Here is what I have seen to be  good and fitting: to 

eat, to drink, and enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he labors under the sun during the few years of his life which God 

has given him; for this is his reward.”  So my question is this: Are we enjoying ourselves and our work? 

God does not have us work because it is pointless, He has us work to show Him working through us.  We 

can do that well regardless of the circumstances and regardless of those who follow after us.  Perhaps I’m 

overly sensitive since many things are changing for me all at once, but there is a time to be patient and yet 

still busy with plans.  Changes are coming for all of us.  Hopefully we all are getting prepared for the future. 


